Several works go back before the middle of the second century when the Qumran settlement was established.
1 Most of the texts originate from between the middle of the second century BCE and the first half of the first century CE. The Qumran group, the library of which was found in the caves neighbouring the Qumran site, came into existence in the middle of the second century BCE when the Qumran site was established as the separate center of a religious community.
2
The date of physical separation from their environment is generally mentioned as the beginning of the Qumran sect. At the same time this event might have been the result and the closure of a preceding process which meant their spiritual deviation from their environment. During that process they must have attested even several acts of self-definition.
The First Jewish Sects
The history of the Jewish sects begins with the Persian period.
3 The impacts of social and cultural changes-the termination of the Judean state and state cult (even if temporarily), the exilic existence-required a new statement of identity of the exiles, as well as of people who had remained in Judah. These tendencies resulted in the formation of new socio-religious groups in the diaspora as well as in Judah. 4 The main characteristic and the way for these groups to survive was to preserve their identity by means of forced segregation from the local 2 The Qumran site bears archaeological evidence for the presence of a group in the Judaean desert between the middle of the 2nd century BCE and about 70 CE. At the same time people belonging to this group lived in various cities of the country: see Josephus' report on their branch living in families, Jos. BJ 2: 119-26.
